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CHILDREN OF AKKAR

Children's Rights Charter written by youth leaders of
all communities in the Akkar Governorate of Lebanon
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The text of the Children’s Rights Charter (fourth and fifth page of each
chapter) has been drafted by a committee of youth leaders from all
major communities present in Akkar.

The youth leaders also conducted a representative survey amongst
more than 700 children of all communities in Akkar. Some of the
findings are presented in the headers of each chapter.

The headers have been written by Friedrich Bokern. The illustrated
stories have been written by Menna Hashem on the basis of true
events, collected by the youth leaders.

The names of the children who appear in the stories have been modified
to protect their privacy. Some of the places have been fictionalised for
the sake of the narration.

The information contained in the stories is provided on an “as is” basis,
as narrated by the youth leaders, with no guarantees of completeness,
accuracy or timeliness.

First published in 2022 by
© Relief and Reconciliation International AISBL

Relief & Reconciliation International AISBL
Chaussée de Wavre 205
B-1050 Bruxelles
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0l 1S sl 3 Cilobll e om olus 5305 43S Jabll s> liso ASe JUio

2022. This text is therefore not only the voice of the youth of
Akkar, but also a document of interreligious understanding for
the common good, following the principles of diapraxis and
spiritual solidarity.

The elaboration of this charter and the printing of this book
was made possible thanks to the support by the Gesellschart
fUr Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GlZ), funded by the Federal
Ministry for Economic Coooperation and Development of the
German government.

Friedrich Bokern
Founder and Secretary General
Relief & Reconciliation International
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Introduction
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You said "children’s rights"? How to address the issue of children’s
rights when the most fundamental needs of an entire region, an
entire country, are not provided for? When next door, in Syria,
half the country has been forced from their homes by a most
brutal dictatorship?

Akkar is the poorest region of Lebanon, both marginal and
marginalised, forgotten by most media and the international
community. Here, in the borderlands between Lebanon and Syria,
where about 200,000 Lebanese people have been sheltering
more than 150,000 Syrian refugees, it could sound like a “bad
joke” to speak about children’s rights. People barely survive. Tens
of thousands of refugees are living for more than a decade in
tents, under the constant threat of eviction.

But a new hope is rising on the margins. Where others might
see despair and deprivation, we see potential and the thirst of
young people. Here, in one of the most diverse regions of the
world, where Christians and Muslims of different belongings and
convictions have been living side by side, young men and women
are refusing the fate of a lost generation. Instead of oppression
and war, they are building a future of solidarity and opportunity,
in search of a common good.
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This Children’s Rights Charter has been authored by 80 youth
leaders from the major communities present in Akkar - Sunni
and Alawite Muslims as well as Orthodox and Maronite Christians,
both of Lebanese and Syrian origins. The team from Relief
& Reconciliation (R&R) has accompanied many of the youth
leaders involved throughout their development. Our NGO has
been running learning centres in Akkar, without interruption, for
almost ten years.

The young men and women who drafted this charter are true
leaders; every week, they animate scout teams at the five learning
centres we are maintaining in Akkar, without any remuneration
other than the joy to help. They consulted religious leaders and
other moral authorities of their communities before formulating
their demands and they conducted a representative survey
amongst children of Akkar, identifying the most vital problems
children face. This document is the result of an open-ended
dialogue between committed individuals without denying their
adherence to different communities.

The highest representatives of Sunni Islam, the Alawite Muslim
community, the Greek-Orthodox Church and the Maronite
Church in Akkar endorsed this charter at a meeting in October
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Bkarzla: The heart of R&R’s operations in Akkar is the Peace Centre
in Bkarzla, a Maronite village of about 1,500 inhabitants that has
welcomed some 400 Syrian refugees, mostly Sunni or Alawite Muslims.
The Peace Centre is the place where international volunteers are living
and working together with local teachers without interruption since its
opening in 2013.

Kousha: The camp school Kousha is located right next to a refugee
camp in a mixed area where a Sunni majority is living side by side with
Orthodox Christians and others. Most of R&R’s current students are
enrolled in this informal learning centre. After Miniara and Tell Aabbas,
this is already the third informal camp school established by R&R in
cooperation with local refugee groups.

Michmich: Right after the main Peace Centre in Bkarzla, Michmich has
seen the longest presence of R&R in Akkar. Upon advice from the Mulfti,
the learning centre started in 2013 in the classrooms above the town
hall. In 2018, we moved to the new centre of a befriended local NGO,
Akkar Beitouna. Michmich is a Sunni village that is located on top of the
Akkar mountains.

Rahbe: The learning centre in Rahbe is relatively young. R&R started
working in this mixed village in 2018 and the exact location of the centre
has changed twice. In Rahbe, an Orthodox majority is living together with
a strong Sunni minority, welcoming more than 1,000 Syrian refugees.

Hissa: The learning centre in Hissa has been operating seasonally
within the premises of the Social Development Centre of the Lebanese
government. In 2014, R&R was the first international NGO to work with
the Alawite community living in this village and its surroundings.
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Chapter I:
A Decent Life

The youth leaders decided to start their Children’s Rights Charter
with a simple and clear demand: “We wish to have a decent life.”
Nothing more. Nothing less. The representative survey shows that
the conditions for a decent childhood are not given in Akkar. 21.8%
of the interviewed children said that their biggest problem is that
they need to work for helping their families survive. 18.2% said
that they are not living in a decent shelter. 12.3% have to freeze
in winter. 11.4% don’t have legal papers. The story of the Akkar
explosion in August 2021 shows how desperate families and their
children have become. People had to risk their lives out of the need
for a little bit of fuel.
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On 15 August 2021, Akkar exploded. This
My name is Khaled. | is the story of Khaled who was one of the
was there when it children severely injured when a fuel tank
happened. My face got blew up, one year after the explosion in
badly burned and my the port of Beirut

brother died in the
explosion. So, | will
remember that day for
the rest of my life
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The gas crisis reached its peak in August 2021. For weeks, no fuel came to Akkar.
; n . - m Cars had to go south of Tripoli and line up for hours to get a quarter of a tank
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water gallons. They were soaked in fuel. And then, Even the army was running out of gas. Soldiers seized one of the smuggler tanks
suddenly, it happened and filled up their vehicles. Afterwards, they let bystanders take their share
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Youth Leaders’ Demands
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Akkar distinguishes itself through its geographical, historical and cultural heritage. It embraces, with its heart,
a mixture of communities and religions. Despite this diversity, the people of Akkar have been, and still are,
living in harmony, solidarity and love, amidst green nature and its abundance of olives, apples and other crops.

*
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But Akkar is also the poorest of Lebanon'’s regions. It has been marginalised and neglected by the state, which

severely affects our daily lives and our future. Think about bread, which is an essential ingredient in our food:
«* the lack of continuity of its presence in the markets forces us to queue or to resort to the black market in order
. to get only one bag. The marginalisation is not only about bread, but it also affects other necessities of life, such
. as electricity, medicines and baby food. Not to mention water, amongst so many other things!

<

L 4

The collapse of the Lebanese currency has affected our families and has a negative impact on us children.
We began to discover this collapse through our daily allowances, which do not buy us biscuits and chips any
more like we could do before.

CHILDREN OF AKKAR Children's Rights Charter written by youth leaders of all communities in the Akkar Governorate of Lebanon 16




| HAVE THE RIGHT:

e To live in an environment that ensures my proper development.

* To be free to choose my own path in life. “
e To feel serene, peaceful and safe. e
eTo be effectively protected by law from any form of exploitation. *
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Chapter ll:
Care for Our Health in an
Environment We Deserve

Living in unhealthy conditions is the fate of most Syrian refugees in
Akkar, but also for a growing number of Lebanese children. Like
elsewhere in Lebanon, public water only flows once or twice a week.
The village generators provide electricity for a few hours, but at the
price of pollution in every village. Fuel and benzol are seeping into
the ground water. Many sources are contaminated. And then, there is
the lack of medication. Few children have health insurance. UNHCR,
the Lebanese government or charity organisations provide only a few
medical drugs. 30.5% of all surveyed children say that they never or
almost never receive adequate treatment when they are sick.

19 CHILDREN OF AKKAR Children's Rights Charter written by youth leaders of all communities in the Akkar Governorate of Lebanon
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Thanks God, there is nature! Despite all the
tragedies around us, Akkar remains a place of
beauty and abundance. Olive orchards are
covering its hills, majestic cedar and oak trees
its mountain peaks. Water is pouring from
thousands of sources. How to preserve this
endangered paradise?
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Didnt you hear?
This source is
polluted as well.
Didnt you see
behind the hill from
where the water
comes from?
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Like every day, Amin and his sister filled up their water gallons at the well nearby. The

whole village is drinking from this source, as public water is only coming once or twice
a week. But today, a boy passed by and warned them.
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Healthcare starts with clean water, free of pollutants, and the permanent
availability of medicine and environmental services, such as recycling
and renewable energy. It also includes psycho-social support. We
children deserve an environment where all these things are taken care
of. Without these things, we feel like we were left alone in an ocean of
despair or forced to live in dark trenches.

. Akkar is characterised by its diverse nature of plateaus, hills, rivers,
. lakes, mountains, walking paths and neglected archaeological sites. Its
. forests are a refuge for squirrels, rabbits and hyenas.
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Youth Leaders’ Demands

CHILDREN OF AKKAR Children's Rights Charter written by youth leaders of all communities in the Akkar Governorate of Lebanon

0l §olSe dbln  Clobll gnr (0 lus 835 €S Jbbl B Slise slSe JUabl

22



| HAVE THE RIGHT:

e To breathe air that is free of toxic smoke by preventing the illegal

*
() L 4 < -
'\.’D w
*
burning of waste and holding municipalities responsible for such

Jeild spe JSiiny obladll $x> gie Gusb e pludl Ha)l o JEI elogll Gudisl of
il im dgbann Laldl Jeaxss
prevention.

e To have access to healthy, nourishing and balanced food, to be;,
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provided to all children without exception.
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e To receive medical and psychological treatment, free of charge, «

with well-equipped hospitals where | can find help without leaving

. =l 3a G Jo¥l ilshs 3] e oSwil i Jahlls 231 &les 35 I Jowosll
Akkar. i’ lopss o Bulbs ol gos
* To have access to mother and child care centres, sothat | can take Jie bl Le 5321l gin Basb o0 demadall vlgnll lasd duae 40 3 il of -
my first steps in this world without serious diseases or deformities. . Az SlameS,lSe Bble graz o oledl oy Cumg bl Gralls eills zlall
e To live in an environment where natural resources are protected
by preventing the encroachments on forests, such as cutting, ‘. veete.,
grazing, burning and bulldozing, and where all Akkar forests are o ° ’
declared as nature reserves.
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One group of children during the R&R Summer Camp of 2021 in Akkar
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Chapter lll:
Protection and Safety
from Violence and
Exploitation

In Akkar, more than 150,000 Syrian refugees are living side by side
with about 200,000 Lebanese. The poorest region of Lebanon is the
most welcoming! Most Syrians, however, don’'t have legal status
and near to no protection from exploitation and abuse. Children
are the first victims of this legal void. Many of them have to work
to nourish their families. Many are beaten in public. Out of social
taboos and shame, sexual abuse is hardly documented. It was
impossible to obtain representative data on these questions, but
the stories some children reported were unbearable. Some girls
were forced to marry at the age of 12 or younger because their
family could not nourish them anymore.
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Amin and the boy started to talk. How to have a normal childhood
if even the water is not drinkable? Both came as refugees from
Syria. Both had their part of hardship in making a living. The money
from the UN is never enough. A maximum of 100 dollars is paid for
every family, but only a minority of refugee families is getting this
aid, which is barely enough to pay for food.
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My name is Ahmad. I'm 16 years old. |
arrived in the village four years ago and |
have been working ever since. It's not easy,
but it’s still the best | found. By God, | have
seen worse.

I'm only 13 but | have been working for n
-y.ul u,S.guSAo Kl

much longer. Ever since we arrived from
Syria, I needed to earn money for our
family. I've jobbed as mechanic and in the
olive press, but it was never enough.

Honestly, what
could be worse than
this?
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”HIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 9108 | with my younger brother,
we went to Beirut. Believe
me, it was worse.
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My little brother worked 14 hours per day in
a warehouse for a big supermarket. It broke
his back and he didn’t get paid in the end.
As for me, | ended up serving in a whore
house, a “super night club”, as they call it.
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Youth Leaders’ Demands

Protection means living in an environment where | am not exposed to
physical, sexual, emotional and social violence. An environment where
| am not threatened with the trafficking of my organs, where | am not
exposed to exploitation by unknown gangs for the purpose of weapons
or drugs, and where | am not subjected to bullying. An environment that
carries me forward, not backwards, a surrounding that protects me and
does not make me cry, a life that makes me dance, sing, and draw my
future. This makes me feel protected and safe.

*
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| HAVE THE RIGHT:

e To see serious efforts in the fight against child labour, enforcing
the legal age for employment, which is thirteen years, punishing
those who illegally employ children without punishing us children,
and giving us access to evening schools.

e That the issue of early marriage is regulated by public law in a
way that guarantees the rights of children and does not push them
to recklessness and exploitation, setting the minimum age of mar-
riage at sixteen years.

e To be protected from forced marriage by effectively control-
ling the free consent of both partners, especially when they are
underage, taking into account customs and traditions and the pre-
servation of the family.

e That psychosocial counsellors are made available to our families
and schools in order to address all different types of violence and
abuse inside homes, schools, parks and playgrounds, and to raise
awareness in our communities.

e To have access to post-violence rehabilitation centres that can
help me to get out of the cycle of pain through methods of indivi-
dual and group therapy.

e To use the internet without fear or hesitation, while providing laws
that protect us from abuse and online harassment.
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Chapter IV:
Access to Places of
Well-being and Education

Red alert for education! 32.1% of all surveyed children in Akkar
said that they were not enrolled in any school. And 34.5% of those
who were enrolled dropped out before the end of the school
year. Almost all of them are Syrians. We are still at the brink of a
lost generation. The need to work is the primary reason for non-
enrolment, but also the fear of discrimination and the difficulty of
the curriculum. All public schools in Akkar employ the French-
Lebanese curriculum of the 1970s, where math and sciences are
taught in French. Impossible for many students to understand! In a
decade, R&R has been providing daily school support to more than
3,000 students in Akkar. Much more is needed!
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On the way back, the new friends passed by the impressive
building of the nun school, half-way between two Christian
villages. The majority of Lebanese children go to private schools.
But the economic breakdown of the country has left its mark.
Amin and Ahmad crossed the path of Pauline, a Lebanese
neighbour of Amin. She was carrying her school satchel.

*Hi Pauline! Are you coming back from school?
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No, this isn’t true. Half the students were

Muslims. However, we had to find an
alternative for the school.
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to the Peace Centre for
Are you coming to join?
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No, the nun school is
closed. They couldn’t
keep it running
because of the lack
of money.
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The nun school? | couldn’t go
there anyhow. It was only for
Christians...
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The Peace Centre is located at the outskirts of Bkarzla. Since 2013, it
has been running daily classes for students from all communities,
Lebanese and Syrians alike. The main goal is to support enrolment of
children into Lebanese public schools.

| am on the way
homework help
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Public schools in Akkar are a disaster, starting with the buildings and equipment that
do not protect students from winter storms and cold, nor from humidity and heat in
summer, with cracks in the walls and the possibility of seeing them collapse at any
moment; down to classrooms that lack equipment for scientific applications and many
other activities. All this is different in private schools, which are however limited to those
who can afford them.
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Youth Leaders’ Demands

I will write my first letter, draw my first painting, and dream away into my little world, with
NN my pens and colours, my notebooks, and with my friends. Despite the lack of equipment
Lo and resources, | will continue to try.
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| HAVE THE RIGHT:

e To see an update in learning curricula, employing modern
education tools and equipping schools accordingly, provided
that the curriculum is based on creative and critical thinking and
encourages active participation in society.

e To receive educational supplies such as books, notebooks,
electricity and transportation free of charge, or at least almost free

of charge.

e To be offered extra-curricular activities by our schools, such as
painting, sports, theatre, music, swimming or horse riding...

® To enjoy public parks, children’s clubs, playgrounds, children’s
theatres or other spaces in my vicinity, which must be safe and

child-friendly.

e To have access to schools that are prepared for children with
special needs in our area, well-equipped and providing adequate
gateways to education.

e To receive guidance and support for vocational and technical
education that is well-equipped and corresponds to the large
variety of needs in the labour market.
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Chapter V:
Freedom and Equality in
Expression and Belief

Critical thinking, the free expression of thoughts and opinions, is
not really foreseen in the curriculum of public schools. No wonder
that 62.2% of all surveyed children don't fee free to express their
opinion in Akkar. 28.8% of all respondents even said they didn’t
feel “free at all”. For sure, basic liberties do not necessarily apply
to children who need the consent of their legal guardian for many
things. But is it too much to ask if children wish for a space where
they can freely express themselves? The R&R Peace Centre is an
open house for the youth of all communities, where children can
learn, discover and express themselves in creativity and mutual
respect for the other.
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Amin, Ahmad and Pauline discussed the many stories around the
Peace Centre. Bringing the youth of different communities
together is harder than it sounds. Pauline remembered that there
was a huge discussion in the village when the Peace Centre
opened. Lebanese thought it was only for Syrians. Rumours even
said there was to be a mosque.

Look, there is Fritz.
Let’s ask him!
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*Fritz, the nickname of Friedrich, is the founder

of Relief & Reconciliation who has been living
at the Peace Centre for almost ten years.
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No, we were never to open a mosque.
But we have volunteers from around
the world living here, Christians, Muslims
and others. Therefore, we have a room
of silence with a Muslim corner and a
Christian corner.
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s it true that you wanted to open a mosque?
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The idea of the Peace Centre is to be an open
house for the youth of all communities, Lebanese
and Syrians alike. Children should be free to find a
space where they can live their own identity in
respect of the others. That's often quite
complicated!
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Our freedom is limited by many boundaries. As | child, | cannot go
wherever | want. Here in Akkar, | am too often limited to the narrow
space of my home or my tent. Society demands many things from me
that | do not really understand. But | am allowed to dream.

| fly like a bird, | take the path | love and express my desire with the
song that | want, in a welcoming sky, where everyone, male or female,
Muslim or Christian, are all embraced in an atmosphere of sympathy,
.* acceptance and respect. So, | wish to fly towards life, with two strong
. wings, without prison, captivity or borders.
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| HAVE THE RIGHT: ;?3_, o <

e To be myself, to be loved, supported and protected simply Ao J ] ofls Ul il syseed Baseeg Vnesvas Basws ouSi ol ismdb e aesT of -
because | am, and to choose my own future. " N "
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e To be free from any compulsion with regard to my religious beliefs
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e To be respected in my thoughts, my imagination and my beliefs, °. 231 phixl ®o
to choose my toys, clothes and food, to be given a space where
| can express myself, where | am protected and supported, while ° 0033l Gl pac by &5 gl)TQg)icT ol .
respecting the other. B
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e To freely express my opinions, as long as | am not insulting others. . oesisilalll sygal elalo]

e To freely meet with my friends and adhere to youth movements or 0283y Gawgalls clizlll dash glioiwyl.

other clubs, with the agreement of my parents or legal guardians. .
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e To enjoy singing, music and dancing activities. . Lottt
e To enjoy ownership of things. T ° ‘.
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Chapter VIi:
Respect for Our Identities
and Differences

Living in diversity can sometimes be confusing. Our identities are
both individual and communal. In Akkar, the basis for equal rights
is not necessarily a given. The surveyed children of Akkar point to
the difference in nationality (23%) as the most important reason
for discrimination and bullying, besides difference in religion (13%)
and difference in gender (13%). War (12%) and politicians (12%)
are also named. Where to start when some children can hardly
obtain proper legal papers? And children of a Lebanese mother
are still denied Lebanese citizenship.
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Our culture is closer to the
Christians. But most of my Syrian
friends here are Sunni Muslims. |
have both Lebanese and Syrian
friends and | don’t understand why we
should be treated differently.
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| am born in an Alawite family in
Syria. We have always been a
mixed country. My uncle, for
example, is married to a Christian
Orthodox wife.
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Here at the Peace Centre, | found a space
where | can be myself. We are often
discussing how to grow up as a girl, why My family and I came from Syria to
some of us wear the hijab and othersnot. g T

— - Bkarzla for finding a safer life. We
The most important thing is to be friends. : ” have been living here for 8 years now.



CHILDREN OF AKKAR Children's Rights Charter written by youth leaders of all communities in the Akkar Governorate of Lebanon

& il 5538 of dpnizndl of izl of Holll & 0950 38 amo JS of s g W ud Ol
ol owidnald ol Hossouw Luasyg Hoslid Luamy e Sie e Hoalually Gl Gy e
Bauses B30y Mol Lo a>ls JS Lo yslunio Boi> aps) lin axls JS G (5351 Olaly e

el Lwasl Jiss CaiSiuss plses of 305 Jswdds maiy Was! L ol Jols Jlabdl o0
ol S 3] Lo sbdl as Gl o Gioen (& Slobuall pad e phim3l bsl cus ells
Al Bedsl udny giass 3 Wl ples Jlabls Gl ol ($r00 oo of plse L8 of 3o Ganl of
el Sle pasluio 09SOl oo Lo gy 0Sei of Jal L 55 o & cati Lis ool Loy oty

wlestisl oo

The difference does not have a particular face or shape, it may be in colour, sex,
nationality, or physical ability. In Akkar, Christians and Muslims have been living
together for centuries. Some of us are Lebanese, some are Syrians, Palestinians
or from other countries. Not all of us have equal rights. Not of all us are born with
a happy identity.

We children are trying to live our differences with joy and curiosity. We want
to learn, explore and still be ourselves. | dream of a world where | am equally
respected in my identity and in my differences, no matter if | am black or white, a
boy or a girl, Muslim or Christian, Syrian or Lebanese. As children, we know that
we don’t have the same rights like adults, but we wish to grow up in the hope that
we can one day be equal, despite our differences.

Youth Leaders’ ﬁemands
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| HAVE THE RIGHT:

e To carry a beautiful name that people call me by and to rejoice
when | hear it.

e To have a national number registered in the birth register with
the possibility of obtaining legal papers through which | can learn,
travel, work and vote.

e To be treated equally in front of the law, non-regarding if | am male
or female, Muslim or Christian, Lebanese or Syrian, rich or poor.

e To obtain citizenship by my mother, facilitating the process for
her, also if she was born on Lebanese soil to foreign parents who
have legal residency in Lebanon.

e To be respected in my differences, traditions, customs and in my
cultural background because they constitute my identity.

e To come together as community according to its identity, tradi-
tions and customs.
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One of the participants of a photography workshop at the Peace Centre Bkarzla, Akkar
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Chapter ViIl:
Belonging to a Family

In all hardship and struggle, the family remains for most children
a haven of peace and stability. 83.2% of all participants in the
survey agreed to the statement that their family is a place of joy and
happiness. But families are scattered by war, displacement and
emigration. Children are driven into the sea just by the hope to be
united with their parents who became refugees abroad. Many are
left alone. The youth leaders decided to consecrate an full chapter
to the right of belonging to a family. Questions of adoption and
orphan care had a prominent place in the discussions.
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Even as Syrian refugee, | had a good
life in Akkar. | finished my studies and
found well-paid jobs with
international NGOs. | didn't
want to leave to Europe. But
my father got resettled to
France through the UN
because he was seriously
sick. I am his oldest son. All |
wished is to be at his side
when he dies.
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[t's all very nice to have a place here. But

my true belonging will always be my
family. And we are all torn apart. Have

you heard about my cousin? He took the

boat. | am working now to follow him
Here in Akkar, | stay all alone
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The departure of refugee boats from Akkar is
skyrocketing since the beginning of the economic
collapse in 2019. Several thousands Syrians and also
Lebanese have paid up to 10,000 dollars for taking a

boat to Italy. Several hundreds have drowned in the sea
Ahmad told the story of his cousin Elias
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| was ready to make a huge deposit to obtain
just a visa for a visit. But all my applications

were denied.
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I'm glad to be united again with my dad and my siblings. We are applying now for asylum in
Luxemburg and have to live in a gym. Our living conditions are harder than in Akkar, but nothing
is more important than our family.
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| didn’t see any other way than to pay the smugglers a huge amount of

money. Me, my wife and my three sons were put on a boat with 220 others.
It took us several days to reach ltaly in a stormy sea.
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Belonging means that | have a shoulder to come to when | cry, food
when | am hungry, safety when | am afraid, and laughter when | rejoice.
Belonging means that | am surrounded by a family that provides me with
my material and psychological needs in a right balance. Unfortunately,
this does not apply to all of us. There are those who are without one of
their parents, and there are those who are born to face life alone.
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| HAVE THE RIGHT: ;?3_, o <

e To live in a family with a mother and a father. olo pl guss Brenl & Ll
e To receive safety, care, comfort, love, friendship and support
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from my family and to be equally respected amongst my siinngs.A
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e To have access to centres for orphans or children with special’,
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needs that provide health, psychological, social, recreational and %
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educational care.
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e To obtain all my civil rights and freedoms if | am an orphan, while o
preventing any abuse or inhuman treatment and neglect
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Chapter VIII:
Ways to Secure Our Future

Where shall we go now? Being a child means having a future. Do
the children of Akkar see themselves living here and having a nice
future? 80% of all respondents said “no”. But things can change.
Things have to change! The youth leaders made enquiries and
invested much thought into what is needed to make this region
a better place. Their demands are a cry for solidarity in a world
where the most marginalised are facing a wall of prejudice and
indifference. The children of Akkar deserve a better future. They
have started taking it into their own hands. All that is needed is a bit
of help from their country and from the world.
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Hello, I'm Zeina. | learned here at the
centre from the time | was a kid and
now | finished school. Now, | am
studying biochemistry at Lebanese
University and | want to become a
pharmacist. The centre has become a
second home to me. It's so good that
we are coming together here to talk

and sing. It was already 6pm. Homework help classes at the Peace Centre

had just finished. The hall was filling up with children for the big
choir rehearsal. Maestro Barkev was conducting. Twice a week,
the music groups are uniting in each learning centre. But once a
month, the best singers from all locations come together for the
big Akkar youth choir.
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I'm Jessica from Rahbe. It's quite a long
drive to come here by bus, but it's
absolutely worth it. Singing together
was the best that has ever happened to
me. My dream is to become a
professional singer. There is no place in
the world that has beautiful music like
Lebanon. I love my country and | never
want to leave.
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We start with primary school, then middle and high school, all the way
to university. We study, we get tired, we do our best to achieve our
ambitions and future plans. So, we are looking for a job. But then, there
is nothing, no job opportunity within our reach! Do not give up, do not
despair, and look again, but this time not here, abroad...

.
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WE HAVE THE RIGHT:

e To demand the establishment of an official Lebanese University
branch in Akkar that includes all disciplines and where we can study in
Arabic, English and French, open to different nationalities.

e To have access to effective facilities for vocational training that include
branches in English and French.

e To receive academic guidance before entering university or technical
education so that we can choose the profession best suited for us to
find a job we like.

e To find job opportunities in Akkar instead of the necessity to look
abroad, by developing and encouraging lasting investments in Akkar,
using all potential sources like the Klayaat airport or the train tracks from
Tripoli.

e To have safe streets and public infrastructure in Akkar, building
pavements for pedestrians, as well as traffic signs and well-maintained
streets, free of bumps.

e To see a public campaign to change the negative image of Akkar,
inviting visitors to get to know it as a model of coexistence and peace.

e To preserve and value the cultural and archaeological heritage of
Akkar, as well as its picturesque nature, by investing in the eco-tourism
sector and improving and developing tourist places.
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Endorsement of the Children’s Rights Charter by the leaders of the major religious communities of Akkar on 13 October 2022
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Youth leaders during the R&R Summer Camp of 2022 in Akkar
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The youth on the Syrian border has a voice. In this book, they speak loud and clear about their aspirations for the
future. Akkar is the poorest region of Lebanon, in the northern borderlands, but it is rich in its heritage and its diversity.
Lebanese of different religions are living side by side with Syrian and Palestinian refugees. The youth of Akkar has a
message to the world: peace is possible, with a little help from abroad, with a little bit of empathy and active solidarity.

Muslims and Christians of different origins and convictions have been united to formulate this Children’s Rights Charter.
Most of the youth leaders who drafted it have been growing up with the NGO “Relief & Reconciliation for Syria” over the
last ten years. They got to know each other and they started working together for a better future, for a common good.
In this book, they are telling their story, they are sharing their dreams. Their voices matter for all those who are seeking
justice and peace.
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