Novena for Paolo
Second Day

From the Gospel according to Saint Mark
Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent
someone in to call him. A crowd was sitting round him, and they told
him, ‘Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.’
‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ he asked.
Then he looked at those seated in a circle round him and said, ‘Here
are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does God’s will is my
brother and sister and mother.’
Mk 3, 31-35

Words from Paolo
You know some Al Qaida fighters. What do you remember of
your exchanges with them?
“I would underline that they are brothers and sisters in
humanity. In my discussions with them, I recognized men and
women who have a religious passion, a religious feeling that I
share. These are enraged people, enraged but attached to
justice. They feel collectively persecuted, attacked, negated. So
they are in a psychology of victims and of hyper-activity that
lead them to perpetrate crimes.”
Extract from Interview with La Vie, May 2013

From the Surat An-Nisā'
(The Women)

Paradise is not [obtained] by your wishful thinking nor by that of the
People of the Scripture. Whoever does a wrong will be recompensed
for it, and he will not find besides God a protector or a helper.
And whoever does righteous deeds, whether male or female, while
being a believer - those will enter Paradise and will not be wronged,
[even as much as] the speck on a date seed.
And who is better in religion than one who submits himself to God
while being a doer of good and follows the religion of Abraham,
inclining toward truth? And God took Abraham as an intimate friend.
And to God belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the
earth. And ever is God, of all things, encompassing.
Translation: Sahih International

